
KLEPPER KAYAKS ARE STABLE, BATANCED AND UNSINKABLE.

The original, go anywhere folding kayak.
Bv Pm Sauulrns

rthur Vollmer wants everyone to know just how

great Klepper folding kayaks real ly are. The

etired mechanical engineer who cal ls 
'W'est

Arichat, Cape Breton, home has been kayaking al l  of his

life. As a boy growing up in Germany, he was an avid

paddler, kayaking the Rhine and Mosel rivers with his

sister, a hobby he continued when he moved to Nova

Scotia. He has photos of kayaking with his parents when

he was just five years old, and photos of kayaking with his

wife Maria and son Ingo using a Klepper kayak that was

purchased by his family in rggg.

"The Klepper is a beautiful boat, and kayaking is good

for the body and the mind," says the still fitArthur, who

runs Vollmer's Island Paradise with Maria. He himself has

a Klepper that is gG years old and another that is near !$

years old, yet looks as good as new, the hull colour still

vibrant, the boat in excellent condition. How's that for a

testament to these quality, custom-crafted folding kayaks

that have been manufactured in southern Germany since

r907 .
The original folding kayak was developed by Johann

Klepper, a tai lor from Rosenheim, Bavaria. Today,

Klepper is st i l l  manufactured in Rosenheim using

mainly natural materials and mostly produced by hand.

"Klepper would not be Klepper i f  the company would

not have adhered to the same production standards

which made the company world famous for its quality

and design, " says the company broch.t". .  (There's evera a

Klepper  museum in  Rosenheim dedicated to  the

"world's most famous folding kayak.") Arthur and Ingo
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have v is i ted the faci l i ty  to see how these

kayaks are constructed f i rs t  hand, and

I n g o ' s  c o m p a n y ,  M a r l i n  M a r i n e ,  i s

the  au tho  r i ze  d  K lepp  e  r  dea le r  fo  r

Eas te rn  Canada .

So what makes a Klepper kayak so specia l? First  of  a l l ,  i t  is

the or ig inai  fo ld ing kayak,  and of fers the ul t imate in porta-

b i l i t y .  S to re  i t  i n  you r  c lose t .  Car ry  i t  i n  the  t runk  o f  you r  ca r .

Check i t  as luggage on your next  kayaking vacat ion south.  The

kayak consists of  a f rame and a f lex ib le skin that  f i t  in to car-

ry ing bags.  Manufacturer  Klepper Fal tbootwerf t  AG says a

beginner can assemble a kayak in around Jo minutes,  and

c la ims  tha t  the i r  p ro fess iona ls  can  pu t  one  toge the r  i n  under

eight  minutes.  We watched Arthur d isassernble one in less than

Io  and  w i th in  f i ve  m inu tes ,  he  had  l t  f o lded  and  packed  in  the

ARTHUR, MARIA AND INGO PADDLING THE WALENSEE LAKE IN SWITZERLAND
IN 1966 ABOARD A KLEPPER PURCHASED IN 1935.

INSET: ARTHUR PADDLING WITH HIS PARENTS IN 1935.

car ry ing  cases .  " I t ' s  eas ie r  fo r  me  to  pu t  i t  t oge the r  than  take

i t  apa r t , "  says  Ar thu r .  "Every th ing  snaps  toge the r .  I t ' s  so  easy .

V lhen  you ' re  pack ing  i t ,  remember  to  pu t  the  r i bs  i n  the  case

f i r s t . "  Watch ing  h im,  you  can  te l l  he ' s  done  th i s  a  few t i rnes ;

he  does  make  i t  l ook  ve ry  easy .

Constructed of  whi te ash and bi rch,  the f rame of  the kayak

is a work of  ar t  in i tsel f ,  showing c leans l ines,  qual i ty  work-

manship and a most ef fect ive design.  Arthur expla ins that  only

e igh t -year -o ld  d r ied  wood  i s  used  fo r  the  f ra rne ,  mak ing  i t

ex t reme ly  du rab le ,  and  i t  i s  sa l t -wa te r  res i s tan t .  There  a re  no

bo l t s  o r  pa r t s  to  l ose  o r  b reak ,  as  the  kayak  goes  toge the r

us ing  ingen ious  snap- lock  fas teners  rnade  o f  t rea ted  a lu -

m inum tha t  assu re  a  fas t ,  easy  assemb ly  eve ry  t ime .  A l l  com-

ponen ts  a re  numbered ,  rnak ing  i t  easy  to  l oca te  co r re -

s p o n d i n g  p i e c e s .  S t e r n  a n d  b o w  p i e c e s  a r e  a l s o  c o l o u r  c o d e d ,

wh i le  a r rows  ind ica te  the  co r -

r e c t  w a y  t o  s n a p  t h e  p i e c e s

toge the r .  The  deck  o f  the  hu l l  i s

m a d e  o f  r o o - p e r c e n t  c o t t o n ,

wh ich  i s  wa te r  t i gh t ,  ye t  can

brea the  in  ho t  cond i t i ons ,  wh i le

the  hu l l  bo t tom i s  cons t ruc ted

of  durable Hypalon,  a synthet ic

rubber  tha t  i s  res i s tan t  to  tem-

perature extremes and ul t ravi -

o le t  l i gh t .  So  i f  you  f i nd  yourse l f

kayaking in Arct ic  cold or  t rop-

i ca l  hea t ,  t he  K lepper  i s  up  to

the  cha l l enge .

The  s imp l i s t i c  des ign  o f  the

kayak is  a lso qui te remarkable in

t e r m s  o f  f u n c t i o n  a n d  f o r m .

There ' s  amp le  leg  and  a r rn  room

-  the  sea ts  a re  l eng th  and  he igh t

ad jus tab le  -  and  lo t s  o f  room fo r

. ' . ,  gea r .  And  th  e  b  oa ts  a re

i "  unmatched  when  i t  comes  to  sea

wor th iness .  No t  on ly  a re  they

ex t reme ly  s tab le  and  ba lanced ,

a i r sponsons  (a i r  t ubes )  makes  them

is  easy  to  padd le ,  no  mat te r  you r  sk i l l

{cß

t he  use  o f  i n teg ra ted

uns inkab le .  The  boa t

,:rrtf r!,8* , 1- .a-
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water,  no matter  the condi t ions.  These boats are bui l t  to

handle almost  any type of  water:  lakes,  r ivers,  bays,  coast l ines,

be i t  f resh or  sal t  water .

There are several  makes and models to choose f rom

(including a mi l i tary vers ion,  complete wi th camof lage),

depending on how you spend your t ime kayaking.  The r2.$-

foot Trarnp is l ightweight, easy to handle and manoeuvre,

whi le the rg- foot  Aer ius )O(L Expedi t ion can handle three or

four people and luggage making it perfect for families or

longer t r ips.  Al l  are durable,  easy to assernble and care for ,

and come in a var iety of  colours.  Some of  the models can even

be f i t ted wi th a hand t i l ler ,  rnast  and sai ls ,  turning your kayak

into a day sai ler ,  or  you can opt  for  a s ideboard motor.

Numerous extras are also avai lable,  f rom boat carts and bel t

bags to lumbar supports.  The boats are guaranteed for  f ive

years,  and Klepper says i t 's  not  unusual  for  the f rames to last

{o years,  wi th the hul ls  last ing 2o.  Arthur 's  kayaks are a testa-

ment to th is,  showing the qual i ty  mater ia ls and construct ion.

So whether you're a ser ious kayaker into long t r ips who

wishes you could take your kayak with you on your next vaca-

tion south, or a city dweller l iving in a condo who enjoys get-

t ing out  for  an af ternoon paddle,  check out  the Klepper

folding kayaks. Easy to store, assemble and paddle, just grab

your Klepper and go.As Arthur puts i t ,  " I t 's  not  just  a boat ,

i t 's  a phi losophy."
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"tT,S AS EASY AS 7,2, 3,U SAYS ARTHUR, ON
TAKING APART A KLEPPER FOLDING KAYAK.

ARTHUR AND MARIA VOLLMER AT THE HALIFAX INTERNANONAL BOAT SHOW.

For more information and to see the Klepper folding kgak frsthand, aisit

Marlin Marine at the Halifax International Boat Shou, Feb zt-2{ at

Exhibitton Park.

)l

Chart your munse and haYe fun!
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